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money claims against him, which were unsettled, the
interest on which grew from year to year, and which
at any time might bring about a renewal of hostilities.
But the Mahrattas had now a very large and constantly
increasing force of well-drilled and disciplined troops,
officered for the most part by Frenchmen, against which,
as we have lately seen, the Nizam's irregular levies were
absolutely of no service whatsoever. Unlike Falstaffs
rabble they were not even fit as " food for powder/'
since they showed so little desire to face it. The only
thing left for him to do was to strengthen his own dis-
ciplined contingent, taking advantage of the exact
words of his treaty with the British that the force, though
officered by French, was in reality a native force. Ac-
cordingly, as soon as this war with the Mahrattas was
concluded, the Nizam dispensed with the services of the
two British battalions, which, although they had served
to replace troops employed at the front, had refused to
take any active share in the hostilities. Coincidently with
the dismissal, he ordered a large increase to Raymond's
troops and assigned fresh districts for their maintenance.
It was in vain that the British Resident expostulated
and intimated that so much encouragement of the French
portended serious changes in his relations with the^
English. (Sir John Malcolm.} These protests were not
only disregarded, but a portion of Raymond's corps
was sent to occupy the districts of Cuddapah and Cum-
bum, which the Nizam had obtained as his share of the
Mysore spoils and which lay on the border of the Madras
Presidency. At this step the Governor-General took
alarm. " The measure itself," he remarked, " had a
suspicious, not to say criminal appearance, and the
strongest representations " were ordered " to be made to
induce the Nizam to recall the detachment of Mr. Ray-